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BY DOUG MCPHERSON
sPeCial To THe business journal

An old classmate of Tom Ragonetti’s 
from law school teases him that his firm, 
Otten Johnson Robinson Neff + Ragon-
etti PC, is “a real estate department the 
size of a 1,000-person firm; you just don’t 
have another 960 lawyers.”

Of course, that’s a compliment, and it’s 
the way Ragonetti likes to begin describ-
ing the firm to those who ask about it. 

To Ragonetti, the story gets to the 
heart of the firm’s many abilities in real 
estate. 

“We have bench strength with a lot of 
cross-disciplinary experience; we can go 
from soup to nuts,” Ragonetti said. “It’s 
what makes us unique, and it gives cli-
ents a level of sophistication and been-
there-done-that kind of perspective 
that’s very valuable to clients when they 
come along with another big deal.”

Ragonetti said when Frank Robinson, 
Bruce Johnson, Bill Neff and he started 
the firm 27 years ago, real estate was the 
cornerstone. 

“Frank and Bruce and I were all real 
estate attorneys and Bill was a corporate 
lawyer who did work for a lot of real es-
tate clients. So real estate was our base,” 
Ragonetti said. “Right from the begin-
ning we had real estate, land use, con-
demnation, public private financing and 
partnership expertise. So we could take 
very complicated deals and do a lot more 

than just the real estate transactional 
part.”

One example where the firm is display-
ing its breadth of services in real estate, 

Ragonetti said, is the redevelopment of 
the old University of Colorado Hospital 
medical center.

 “It calls upon a lot of our real estate 
skills: our acquisition skills, leasing 
skills, land-use and entitlement skills, 
our expertise in redevelopment because 
it will be an urban-renewal deal as well,” 
Ragonetti said. “ … it’s a very complicat-
ed entitlement project and it’ll take five 
or six of our lawyers.” 

Besides a depth of offerings, Ragonetti 
said another plus at the firm is customer 
service. 

“Law is a service business. You’ve got 
to be enormously attentive to delivering 
the service to your clients in a form they 
want and in way that they’re happy to 
pay for,” he said. 

“To me, law is still a profession … it’s 
a business. There’s an element of pride 
you take in your professional expertise 
that goes above and beyond whatever 
you make in the way of an income, and 
we all feel that way.” 
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OJRNR covers lots of ground in real estate legal arena

BY PaUla MOORE
sPeCial To THe business journal

What’s now Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton LLP in Denver always has fo-
cused on intellectual property and still 
does — for now.

“Right now, it’s our one and only spe-
cialty,” Ian Saffer, Kilpatrick Townsend’s 
managing partner in Denver, said of IP. 
“In Denver, that’s all we do, though we 
may have other practices in the future.”

Atlanta-based Kilpatrick Townsend was 
created Jan. 1, 2011, by the merger of Kil-
patrick Stockton LLP of Atlanta and San 
Francisco IP specialty firm Townsend 
and Townsend and Crew LLP, which had 
a Denver operation.

Chambers Law singled out the new 
firm’s Denver office for its IP practice 
in 2012, including the work of attorneys 
such as Saffer and Darin Gibby. Kilpatrick 
Townsend splits that practice area into 
two basic sub-specialties — patents and 
trademark/copyright. 

The firm has industry expertise in en-
ergy, telecommunications, clean tech and 
agriculture, and clients such as Golden-
based CoorsTek Inc. and Limelight Net-
works Inc. (Nasdaq: LLNW) of Tempe, 
Ariz.

“On the patent side especially, one of 
the things we like is most of our lawyers 
have technical backgrounds,” Saffer said. 
“They’re engineers or scientists or worked 
in industry before becoming lawyers. 
That’s one of our points of distinction 
when we talk to clients.”

Highlights for the firm in the past year 
include dealing with domain name is-
sues, particularly as the Internet Corpo-
ration for Assigned Names and Numbers 

(ICANN) — the nonprofit group that al-
locates and manages domain names, IP 
addresses and the like — increases the 
number of available domains. “There’s 
the possibility of online confusion expo-
nentially,” Saffer said.

One of the biggest IP developments in 
the last 12 months was the passage of the 
Leahy-Smith America Invents Act (AIA) 
patent reform law, which President Ba-
rack Obama signed in September 2011. 
The new law, which is the most significant 
patent reform since the Patent Act of 1952, 
was designed to speed up the U.S. patent 
process and eliminate costly delays and 
litigation. 

Kilpatrick Townsend recently helped 
Atlanta-based First Data Corp. and FEX-
CO, an Irish financial services company, 
avoid patent-infringement problems 
in markets around the world. The firm 
advised global IT consultant Ciber Inc. 
(NYSE: CBR) of Greenwood Village on 
trademark and IP issues.

“Our clients are coming up with new 
ways of doing business, and there’s often 
not a court precedent to rely on. … We try 
to give clients the information they need 
to make the best decision, but also un-
derstanding there’s no certainty,” Saffer 
said.
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From left, Kilpatrick townsend & Stockton’s Steve Jewett, counsel; Gene Bernard, partner; and ian Saffer, 
managing partner.
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Clockwise from left, Otten Johnson Robinson neff + Ragonetti’s Michael Westover, thomas Macdonald, 
John Sternberg, thomas Ragonetti and Frank Robinson.


